MAY i
ST PHILIP, APOSTLE     .

ST PHILIP was of Bethsaida, in Galilee, and called by our Saviour to follow
himl the day after St Peter and St Andrew. He was at that time a married
man and had several daughters; but his being engaged in the married
state hindered him not, as St Chrysostom observes, from meditating con-
tinually on the law and the prophets, which disposed him for the important
discovery of the Messias, in the person of Jesus Christ, in obedience to
whose command he forsook all to follow him, and became thenceforth
the inseparable companion of his ministry and labours. Philip had no
sooner discovered the Messias than he was desirous to make his friend
Nathanael a sharer in his happiness, saying to him, " We have found
him of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write/' that is, the
Messias; " Jesus, the son of Joseph, of Nazareth." Nathanael was not
so ready to give his assent to this assertion of his friend, by reason that
the supposed Messias was reported to be of Nazareth. Philip therefore
desired him " to come " himself to Jesus, " and see "; not doubting but,
upon his personal acquaintance with the Son of God, he would be as
much convinced of the truth as he was himself. Nathanael complied, and
Jesus, seeing him approach, said within his hearing, " Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom there is no guile." Nathanael asked him how he came
to know him. Jesus replied, " Before Philip called thee, when thou wast
under the fig-tree, I saw thee," Nathanael, as two holy fathers explain
the matter, calling to mind that the closeness of his retirement on that
occasion was such that no human creature could see him, owned him
hereupon for the " Son of God " and the " King of Israel "; or, in other
words, the Messiah, foretold by Moses and the prophets. The marriage
at Cana of Galilee happening three days after, to which Jesus and his
disciples were invited, St Philip was present at it with the rest. The
year following, when our Lord formed the college of apostles, Philip was
appointed one of that number, and, from the several passages of the
gospel, he appears to have been particularly dear to his divine Master.
Thus, when Jesus was about to feed five thousand persons who had
followed him into the wilderness, for the greater evidence of the miracle
and for the trial of the apostle's faith, Jesus proposed to him the difficulty
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